U.S. Department of
Homeland Security

United States
Coast Guard

Commandant 2100 Second Street, S.W.
United States Coast Guard Washington, DG 20593-Stop-7581
Staff Symbol; CG-5453
Phone: (202) 372-1287
Fax: (202) 372-1922
Email: Alfreda.Ransom@uscg.mil

5720
FOIA 11-2647

AUG 16 2011

Ms. Katherine Gallagher
Center for Constitutional Rights
666 Broadway, 6™ Floor

New York, NY 10012-2317

Dear Ms, Gallagher:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of March 12, 2010, concerning your request
for an incident (Activity numbers 3759971 and 3760058) involving the vessel CHALLENGER I on November 19, 2009,
We have located a total of 41 pages of material responsive to your request, 41 pages are enclosed and information was
redacted from 37 of the pages released.

The following mformatmn is being withheld: home addresses, telephone numbers, passport numbers, names of
individuals who are third parties or witnesses and names of junior Coast Guard personnel.

Of the released information, this personal information is being withheld under 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(6) and (b){(7)(C) because
there are clearly identiftable privacy interests in this information. I have determined that release of this material would
likely cause particular harm to those privacy interests. I have considered the general public interest in releasing this
information, but in each case where I recommend withholding information under FOIA exemptions (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C),
the balance clearly tilts in favor of protecting the privacy interest of individuals rather than any general public interest in
release.

I am the person responsible for the partial denial of your request. Also participating in this decision are Ms. Carmen
Carter, Office of General Law and Ms. Dawn Patterson Chief, Data Administration Division.

This letter constitutes a partial denial of your request. You may appeal this decision. Your appeal must be in writing and
must be submitted within 60 days from the date of this letter. Your letter must indicate that you are making an appeal
based on a partial denial of a request made under the Freedom of Information Act, must include the specific reason(s) for
a reconsideration of the denial, and must refer to the tracking number assigned to your request by the Coast Guard (FOIA
11-2647). Write “FOIA Appeal” on the face of the envelope and include a copy of this letter in your package. Send your
appeal to:

Commandant (CG-611)

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters
Attn: FOIA/PA Officer

2100 2nd Street, S.W. STOP 7101
Washington, DC 20593-7101

Sincerely,
¢

STFis
Captain,-U.S. Coast Guard
Chief, Office of Investigations and Casualty Analysis
By direction
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United States

Coast Guard Activity Summary Report

Title: Participation in Freedom Flotilla

- Activity ID; 3759971

Activity Start Time: 06/07/2010 10:58:00 AM

Originating Unit: SEC DeiwrBy

Owner Unit: SEC DelwrBy

Controlling Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Activity Type: Vessel Inspection/PSC
Team Lead: 4 )
Stalus: Closed - Administrative Action

Status Date: 08/07/2010

Prompt Date:

Subject POC:

Operating Organization Name : o )

FREE GAZA MOVEMENT - Corporation ' . .
Address -Clty State . Zip - Country - .Province
F.G. Human Rights Projects, Ltd (Free Gaza Movement)c/o Centaur Trusi2 Apostolos Varavas Street - -2571 Nisou, Nicosia,

- ‘Vessel Information , _ e _ SRR

. ======H=======================ﬁ================================B====================._=='==ﬂ==

‘Vessel Name: - VIN: Flag: - . Length: . ‘Tonnage(GRT/TC):

-~ ~CHALLENGER { DL8171AC UNITED STATES 66 ' I
" -Year Completed: - Vessel Type: _ _ . . ‘Propulsion Type:
977 : - Recreational-Motor Propelled Vessels-Yacht, Trawler Type - Diesel - - .
- ~Engine Compartment: Fuel Compariment; ~~Construction: - R

- Unknown "~ . Unknown © . Unknown .

" Activities Conducted:
======================================E=============================================H===E==
Type Date "~ Unit '
Associated/Involved Parties: _ ‘
=============EIH=======================ﬂ====_=====H==========================H=================

-Party Name . Party Role o

' Owner C S
R | Primary A e
FREE GAZA MOVEMENT Operator e

; _ Web Site ~ www.freegaza.org/
‘ "~ Phone Number - +357 99081 767

-WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN TRIPS LLC _ Owner :

C Work 1 (302) 447-9800

— Operator
- Primary - O

Inspection Results

N nEssE R En e ..'=========E===========‘—'===E==========HH======HBB==================H====

System Date Resuits

Inspection Resulits - Deficlencies
ﬂ=================H======u==================================================================
(None)

Documents and Certificates:

====================E====HB=H=============E==========================================H==B===
Certificates:
Document Description Issue Date Expire Date

I Mt g il sl § 135, S 5000z + ¢ (D)



E Ms.”fegisté_red the vessel 0
- Regislry Limited at 3511 Silverside Road, Wilmington DE 19810, who provided the Delaware registered address for WMT,

MARMARA and the death of nine activists. -

Documents and Certificates:
(Continued)
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Documents:

Name: Description
Challenger | Delaware Registration Application.pdf

Greek Directorate of Customs and Excise.pdf

Narrative Sumniary:

- The M/V CHALLEGER 1 [aka SAMOUD (Arabic for Steadfast)] is the former Greek registered MY GOLDEN FLAME. Its Greek
registration number was 7024 and it was owned by & of Marinos;h _

. The vessel was_ sold to Western Mediterranean Tiips (WMT) LLC on February 24, 2010 for 130,000 euro. Msfli TN -
.accepted the vessel on behalf of WMT. . Ms, was an Australian school teacher,_ a human rights activist and an organizer

for the Free Gaza Movemerit (FGM) (www.fréegaza.org).

with the Sfate of Delaware on April 1, 2010. Assisting with the application was Delaware

' The CHALLENGER | was boarded by the Greek Gensral Directorate of Customs and Exclse of April 26, 2010 (page six and

-seven of the Custom Form attached in the documents section of this a_ctivity).\_.mr,;-”was identified on the Cyprus - - N
- < Trangit Log. (UK) was Identified as the Master, The Passenger and Crew List identified four crewmen however -
“““noni were US citizens, At least three of the passengers were US citizens. The rest of the passengers were a mix of . i

nationalities Including German, British, Canadian and Brazilian.

_ The vessel, along with the CHALLENGER 1l sailed from Heraklion Crete to meet the FGM sponsored Freedom Flofilla In May
-+ 2010. The Freedom Flotllla was an attempt to break the Israeli blockade of Gaza. ‘The flotilla's flagship was the M/ MAVI

MARMARA and the voyage was noteworthy for the Israeli response which resulted in the non-compliant boarding of the MAVI -

© The CH'AI-.LENGER I and the CHALLENGER Il never made contact with the Israelis, Instéad, both vessels experiencéd steering
‘casualties that forced them to seek refuge in a Cyprus port. The CHALLENGER || problems appeared to more severe in that the

vessel took on water after the bllge pump suddenly stopped working and the activists had to be transferred at sea to the MAVI

MARMARA 70 NM off the coast of Cyprus. The Greek side of Cyprus denied the CHALLENGER | request to enter port therefore

it salled to the Port of Famagusta on the Turkish side of the isiand.

The CHALLENGER | and CHALLENGER Il are undergolng repairs in Cyprus and they will try to rejoin the Freedom Flotilla at the
next opporiunity. : o '

Activity Action Log:

'Eff. Date Unit Individual Déscriptlon

======E======B========H===========HE===HFﬂ======H===.================HH========H==============
06/07/2010  SEC DelwrBy 5 -Aclivity Created. Status: "Open - In
Progress” : L '

06/07/2010  SEC DelwrBy [ Status Changed to "Closed - Administrative
Actlion" oo

et i e e S8, et s £ b ) ()
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U, S Department of
Hom.ela.ml Security,

Dacument Description

oast Guard. Activity Summary Report
Titte: Participation in Freedom Flotilla
Activity 1D: 3760058
Activity Start Time: 06/07/2010 12:22:00 PM
Originating Unit; SEC DelwrBy
Owner Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Controlling Unit: SEC DelwrBy
Actlvity Type: Vessel Inspection/PSC
Team Lead: Y
Status: Closed - Adminisirative Action
Status Date: 06/07/2010
Prompt Date:
Subject POC:
Operating Organization Name
FREE GAZA MOVEMENT - Corporation
Address City State Zip Country Province
F.G. Human Rights Projects, Ltd (Free Gaza Movement)c/o Centaur Trust2 Apostolos Vamavas Street 2571 Nisou, Nicosia, .
‘ cY ,
Vessel Information. _ . ,
================ﬂ=======ﬂ=================================H======================_===H"—“======
Vessel Name: . VIN: Flag:- Length: Tonnage(GRTATC):
CHALLENGER I DL8172AC UNITED STATES. 69 :
Year Completed: Vessel Type: : Propulsion Type:
1977 Recreational-Motor Propelled Vessels-Yacht, Trawler Type Diesel
Engine Compartment: Fuel Compartment: Construction: .
Unknown Unknown Unknown
Activities Conducted: _
=========================H=‘=====================================H=========='—'=================
Type ' Date : ' nit
Associated/involved Parties: . _ T : ,
===I============HH=========H=======================HH=======H2====_====================_====H=B
Party Name S Party Role o '
WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN TRIPS PLUS LLC Owner. . -
R S : Web Site . - - www.delreg.com’
Primary- . (302) 477-9800:
_ Fax-. .. - S (302) 477-9811° - .
o EEEE Phone Number-. . © . 1-800-321-2677-
FREE GAZA MOVEMENT Operator - R
P E Web Site: - www.freegaza.orgl
S Phone Number +357 99 081 767 .
(Y Other RPNy
S Primary  —
Inspection Results
=========ﬂ=============================='—"===ﬂ..-..:=======2==============H====================-.==
System Date Results
Inspection Resuits - Deficiencies
=============_================================================================================
{None) '
Documents and Certificates:
==.—.==================================.—..=======================================|=======...-..========
Certificates:

Issue Date Expire Date
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Documents and Certificates:

(Continued)
========================================='—'======================H============‘.===H===========
Documents:

Name: Description

Greek Directorate of Customs and Excise.pdf
Challenger Il Delaware Registration Application,pdf

Narrative Summary: :

==B================H=======‘ﬂﬂ=========================EH==-—"=====E==============ﬂ=============

The M/V CHALLEGER Ii [possible aka AMAL (Arablc for Hope)] is the former Honduran registered M/V NITTA li. Its Honduran

registration number was RHL-043392 and it was owned by Anmar Shipping Company S. DE R.L.

The vessel was sold to Western Mediterranean Trips Plus (WMT Plus) LLC on March 4, 2010 for 120,000 euro. Ms.qg
accepted the vessel on behalf of WMT Plus. Ms.(JiJJll# was an Australian scheol teacher, a human rights activist and

an organizer for the Free Gaza Movement (FGM) (www.freegaza.org).

MS.H registered the vessal with the State of Delaware on April 1, 2010, Assisting with the application was Delaware
Regisiry Limited at 3511 Silverside Road, Wilmington DE 19810, who provtdad the Delaware registered address for WMT.

The CHALLENGER Il was boarded by the Greek General Directorate of Customs and Excise on April 23, 2010 {page four and
five of the Custom Form attached in the docurents section of this activity). MrdWas identified on the Cyprus _
Transit Log. The Passenger and Crew List identifled four crewmen however none were US citizens. The passengers were a mix

of nationalities including Irish, UK, Norwegian, Australia; Belgium and Malaysia: There were no US citizens on board.

The vessel, along with the CHALLENGER |, sailed from Heraklion Crete to mest the FGM sponsored Freedom Flotilla in May
2010. The Freedom Flotilla was an attempt to break the Israeli blockade of Gaza. The flotilla's flagship was the M/V MAVI
MARMARA and the voyage was noteworthy for the Israell response which resulted in the non-compliant boarding of the MAV!
MARMARA and the death of nine activists. : '

The CHALLENGER | and the CHALLENGER If never made contact with the lsraelis. Instead, both vessels experienced steering
casualties that forced them to seek refuge in a Cyprus port. The CHALLENGER Il problems appeared to more severe in that the.
vessel took on water after the bilge pump suddenly stopped working and the activists had to be transferred at sea to the MAVI:

MARMARA 70 NM off the coast of Cyprus. The CHALLENGER I sailed to Limassol for repairs, e

The CHALLENGER | and CHALLENGER Il are undergoing répalrs in Cyprus and that they will try to rejoln the Freadom Flotilla, -
atthenaxtopppnunity. ' S TRl e T e . ST .
Activity Actionlog: -~ .
Eff. Date. Unit. Individual - Description-

====='-_-'_============.—.._.-,_===_=================|===='==== : ==§== : : ;=========_-'=======.E======="=‘=-_-'="= v
06/07/2010°.  SEC DelwrBy . Activity Created: Status: "Open-in"’
Progress" - . = : S R IR
06/07/2010-.. SEC DelwrBy Status Changed to "Closed - Administrative
Action" .~ . - _ : L '
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